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MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS RELATING TO PENSIONS FOR SOLDIERS WHO SERVED
DURING THE CIVIL WAR, 1861-1865

The National Archives only holds pensions records for Union soldiers who served during the Civil
War and their dependents. The Federal government did not grant pensions to Confederate
veterans. Soldiers who fought for the South may have received pensions from the state from
which they served. If this is the case, then the pension record will be held by that state, not by
the National Archives.

PENSION INDEXES
Pension records can contain a great deal of genealogical information. Veterans’ applications often
included his age or date of birth, his place of residence, his rank and his period of service. Widows’
applications have the same information on the veteran, as well as her age, residence, maiden name,
date and place of marriage, and the place of her husband’s death. Pension files for Army and Marine
Corps, and Navy veterans are not on microfilm. Request forms to view the original files.

___ T288, General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934. Arranged alphabetically by soldier’s
surname.

___ T289, Organization Index to Pension Files of Veterans Who Served Between 1861 and 1900.
Arranged by unit and then, within the unit, arranged alphabetically by soldier’s surname.

Remarried Widows
Some widows drew pensions from the service of two soldiers. Usually, the pension application
information for both men is included in a single file, under the surname of the second husband.

___ M1785, Index to Pension Application Files of Remarried Widows Based on Volunteer Service in
the Civil War and Later Wars and in the Regular Army After the Civil War. Arranged alphabetically
by surname.

Pension Payment Cards
___ M850, Veteran’s Administration Pension Payment, 1907-1933. This microfilm series
reproduces Pension Officer award cards that record payments to pensioners from 1907 to 1933,
except World War I veterans. Arranged alphabetically by surname.

Pension Office Records
___ M686, Index to General Correspondence of the Record and Pension Office, 1889-1904.
Arranged alphabetically by soldier’s surname, with some variations. The names are placed together
in a phonetic system—those with similar sounding last names are filed together. For example:
Smith, Smithe, Smyth, etc. would all be grouped under Smith. A card on which all variant spellings
are listed precedes the index cards.
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Navy Pension Files
Pension files for Navy dependents (widows, children, etc.) are on microfiche and are available in the
Microfilm Research Room.

___ M1279, Case Files of Approved Applications of Widows and Other Dependents of Civil War and
Later Navy Veterans (“Navy Widows’ Certificates”), 1861-1910. Arranged by pension certificate
number. There is an alphabetical list of files available in Room 400.

___ M1274, Case Files of Disapproved Pension Applications of Widows and Other Dependents of
Civil War and Later Navy Veterans, 1861-1910. Arranged by pension application number. There is
an alphabetical list of files available in Room 400.
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